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scientific  l<nowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


RFD  L£TT£ 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Informotion  -U.  S.  Deportment  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


July  6,  1951 


Over  2,000  types  of  corn  vill  "be  involved  in  a  program  to  set 
up  a  Western  World  Corn  "Seed  Bank,"    Main  purpose  of  the  project  is  the 
improvement  of  com  in  Latin  America,    Eovever,  it's  of  no  little  impor- 
tance that  this  "seed  "bank"  vill  also  preserve  germ  plasm  essential  to 
corn  improvement  in  the  United  States, 

Operations  involved  vill  "be  the  collection,  classification, 
perpetuation,  and  distrihution  to  plant  breeders  of  these  many  varieties 
of  corn  native  to  the  Western  Hemisphere,    Technical  Cooperation  (Point 
Four)  funds  vill  finfince  the  first  tvo  operations  vhlle  National  Re- 
search Council  vrill  he  the  operating  agency  and  finance  maintenance,  and 
distrihutlon  activities,    UBDA  vill  act  in  an  advisory  capacity. 

The  operation  vill  "be  a  hlg  help  to  current  Point  Four  vork 
toward  com  improvement  in  foreign  countries.    Up  to  now  specialists  have 
liad.  to  rely  mainly  upon  importations  of  improved  corn,  largely  hybrids 
from  the  United  States,    I^Iany  of  these  weren't  adapted  for  foreign  soil 
and  climatic  conditions.    Using  the  "seed  bank"  they'll  be  able  to  de- 
velop adapted  hybrids  for  specific  areas,     (For  further  detail,  see  re- 
lease 1656). 

Of  Further  "Comcern"  *  ' 

The  Department  announced  yesterday  that  'ii-9-crop  loans  may  be 
extended  in  areas  where  corn  can  be  safely  stored  on  farms  for  another 
year,    l^turity  date  of  loans  would  be  July  31,  1952, 

By  the  way,  there's  been  an  87  percent  drop  in  use  of  corn  sup- 
port on  the  '50  crop  as  comp8.red  to  the  '^^9  crop.    Only  51,^+91,282  bushels 
of  the  '50  crop  were  put  under  support  as  compared  to  373,398,000  bushels 
of  the  *k9  crop. 

And  speaking  of  com,  USDA  figures  show  that  during  the  past 
25  years  we've  come  to  use  20  percent  more  of  our  corn  crop  for  meat, 
milk,  eggs  and  other  food  products.    The  shift  is  largely  due  to  change 
from  use  of  horses  and  mules  to  tractors  for  farm  power. 
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How  Dangerous  Aro  "New"  Insecticides? 


Am  sure  you've  heard,  or  gotten  into  discussions  of  how  new  in 
secticides  are  threatening  our  health,    V/ell,  on  that,  folks  in  entomo- 
logy and  plant  quarantine  have  this  to  say: 

There's  no  evidence  that  the  use  of  insecticides  has  anything 
to  do  with  X  disease  in  cattle;  heart  failure  or  cancer  in  humans;  or 
any  other  disease  that's  on  the  increase. 

It's  true  that  specialists  recommend  some  precautions  In  using 
insecticides.    For  instance,  not  using  DDT  in  dairy  "barns  or  on  dairy 
animals,  or  not  feeding  recently  treated  crops  to  livestock.    But  they 
make  these  reservations  tocause  they  want  to  "be  absolutely  sure  that  no 
one  will  "be  harmed  "by  insecticides. 

However,  it's  a  good  thing  for  all  users  to  remember  that  the 
ingredients  are  poison.    They  kill  Insects,  and,  if  they  aren't  used 
exactly  according  to  instructions,  -can  harm  humane. 

Moral  of  the  story  is  this:    If  we  read  the  latel  and  do  as 
It  says  in  applying  insecticides,  Insect  control  Is  "both  safe  and  effec- 
tive. 

Farmer's  Share  of  Food  Dollar  • 

Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  tells  us  that  the  farmer's 
share  of  the  consumer's  dollar  spent  for  farm-food  products  dropped  to 
hetween  h9  and  50  cents  in  May.    During  February,  March  and  April,  it 
was  51  cents.    Farmer's  average  share  of  the  dollar  for  '^+6  through  '50 
was  50  cents. 

Grading  Standards  for  Peas 

Grading  standards  for  frozen  field  and  hlack-eye  peas  were  pro 
posed  this  week.  Interested  parties  have  until  August  5  "to  suhmit  views 
and  comments  to  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  branch,  PMA,  V/ashington  25,  D.C, 
You  can  get  the  complete  story  by  asking  us  for  Release  l6l4. 

Dehydrated  Report  on  Dried  Eggs 

Departmental  annoimcement  came  this  week  on  the  sale  of  I6 
million  pounds  of  dried  eggs  to  Great  Britain,    That's  most  of  the  re- 
maining stocks  held  at  Atchlnson,  Kansas,    'The  Department's  also  offer- 
ing about  a  million  and  a  half  pounds  for  purchase  by  domestic  food 
manufacturers  during  July, 

Alaska  Gets  Extension  Editor 

Kathleen  Richard,  former  women's  editor  KFRB,  Fairbanks,  bears 
the  honor  of  being  the  first  Extension  Editor  in  Alaska  and  Is  one  of 
the  newest  additions  to  our  EFD  list. 


-  3  - 


Want  A  Yearliook? 

In  order  to  keep  costs  to  the  minimimi,  the  new  Yeartook  of 
Agriculture,  Crops  in  Peace  and  War,  is  "being  sent  to  only  those  EFD's 
requesting  it.    If  you  want  one  Just  send  a. penny  post  card  telling  us 
so, 

Motiilization  Committees  Eeport 

County  and  State  Agricultural  Motilization  Committees  tell  us 
that  lahor  problems  are  still  near  the  top  of  their  list.    Some  think 
that  it  may  iDecome  necessary  to  pay  farm  help  more  in  cash  and  eliminate 
some  of  the  allowances  for  rent,  fuel,  milk,  etc,,  in  order  that  farm 
workers  can  tetter  evaluate  their  real  wages.  ■ 

Selective  Service  relations  are  working  out  well.    Almost  all 
State  and  County  AM  Committees  are  using,  or  working  out,  standard  forms 
to  give  draft  "boards  information  on  farm  "boys. 

Anything  that  EFD's  can  do  to  work  with  AM- committees,  employ- 
ment offices  and  other  organizations  to  help  find  new  sources  of  lahor 
will  "be  a  great  help  in  solving  one  of  the  most  imiversal  problems  in 
'51  agricultural  production. 

Dates  to  Circle 

Monday,  July  9,  (H  a.m«  EDT)  "brings  the  first  report  on  this 
year's  cotton  acreage. 

Tuesday,  July  10,  (3  p.m.  EDT)  is  the  dat©  of  the  next  general 
crop  report.    That  report  will  cover  acreage  for  harvest  and  indicated 
production  for  com,  wheat,  and  oats  as  well  as  vital  statistics  on  hay, 
"beans,  to"bacco,  other  crops  and  pasture. 

July  10  is  also  the  date  of  the  next  farm  lator  and  employment 

report, 

July; 18  gives  us  a  look  at  the  numbers  of  Corn  Belt  cattle  on 
feed  for  market  as  of  July  1, 

Of  Garden  Interest 

Garden  and  Food  Preservation  Sheet  No,  5  is  enclosed.  Hi-lites 
include  word  on  National  Vegeta"ble  Week,  Aug,  5-11,  fruit  and  vegetable 
prospects  for  this  year,  and  outlook  on  "hard-to-get"  materials. 

In  case  you  were  one  of  the  BFD's  that  -vrasn^t  a"ble  to  get  the 
1  minute  TV'  garden  shorts  from  your  Extension  editor  on  our  last  mention, 
you  should'  have  "better  luck  now.    /mdy  Adam  says  they're  definitely  all 
distri"buted  to  Extension  editors  as  of  last  week. 
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Coming  Event 

Have  you  lieard  atout  the  National  Farm  Electrification  Confer* 
ence  in  Cincinnati,  October  9  and  10?    Roy  Battles,  V/LV,  is  representing 
KFD's  on  the  steering  committee.    Common  ground  of  the  folks  attending 
the  conference  will  "be  their  ohjectlve  of  helping  farmers  solve  their 
chore  and  household  prohlems  electrically.    If  you  have  interests  in 
those  lines,  you're  invited, 

Hetvork  Fam  and  Home  Shows  . ,  .Juljy  1^ 

KBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour, . ,lj 00-1: 30  pm  EDT.  "USDA 
Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen  including  crop  report  information.  Feature 
originates  WNBC,  New  York,  with  Paul  Visser,  NBC,  interviewing  Dr.  Donald 
Jones  of  the  Connecticut  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  on  "pollenless" 
com  and  possitle  elimination  of  detasseling  in  hybrid  seed  com  produc- 
tion.   From  Chicago,  Everett  Mitchell  visits  with  Francis  Russell,  U.  S, 
Dept.  of  State,  on  International  Farm  Youth  Exciiange  Project. 

CBS  Fam  News. ,  ,3 :1^5-ii:00  pm  EDT.    Claude  Mahoney  with  news 
and  features. 

ABC  American  Farmer. .  ,12:30-1:00  pm  EDT.    "Top  of  The  Farm  News" 
with  Milt  Bliss  and  Boh  Crom  plus  feature  from  Washington  on  "Farm  Stor- 
age,"   Milt  Intel-views  Elmer  Kruse  and  M.  J,  Hudtloff  of  the  Production 
and  Marketing  Administration. 

Among  Ourselves 

For  the  first  time  In  several  weeks  the  whole  USDA  Radio  and 
TV  staff  is  "back  in  Washington,    Col.  Herndon  has  happily  returned  net- 
work writing  to  Milt  B,  and  gone  hack  to  putting  out  Farm  Flashes, 

First  it  was  drought,  now  it's  too  much  rain.    Johnnie  Holmes, 
KLEIA,  Is  asking  us  to  recall  the  rain  he  asked  for.    They've  gotten  so 
much  that  weeds  and  grass  have  taken  over  cotton  fields  forcing  some 
farmers  to  plow  it  up  and  put  tlie  land  to  corn  and  soybeans ,    To  add  to 
the  situation,  cotton  choppers  have  upped  their  prices  to  6  and  10  dol- 
lars a  day. 

Last  Minute  Reminder 

Eadley  Read's  putting  the  last  minute  touches  on  arrangements 
for  the  annual  American  Ass'n  of  Agricultural  College  Editors  meeting. 
It  officially  opens  a  week  from  Monday  morning  (that's  July  l6).  How- 
ever, Eadley  says  there  will  "be  an  Informl  Sunday  evening  "hand  shaking" 
session  starting  at  7.    I  know  a  number  of  RFD's  who  will  be  there.  Lyle 
Webster,  Maynard  Speece  and  I  will  plan  on  seeing  many  of  you  there. 

Cordially, 

Enclosure:  Kenneth  M.  Gapen 

Fact  Sheet  No,  5  on  1951  Home  Ass't  Director  of  Information 

Garden  &  Food  Pres.  Program  for  Radio  and  Television 
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RFD  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Televijtjpn  Servtee 

Office  of  Information -U.  9.  Deportmei^^^gricomirei, 

\  ^   3VJ^^^  July  13,  1951 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


0' 


Tuesday's  crop  report  gave  iis  prospects  among  the  most  favor- 
al^le  we/ve  ever  had.    Farmers  planted  crops  on  the  largest  total  acreage 
since  1933.    With  yield  prospects  as  good  as  the  "best  of  recent  years, 
ve  might  sum  up  tt^  picture  as  "being  rather  "bright. 

The  *51  com  yield  Is  estimated  at  3,3  "billion  "bushels,  that's 
compared  to  3.1  billion  last  year,    Ahout  6,6  percent  less  oats  than  last 
year  are  expected;  however,  that's  still  a"bout  k  percent  a"bove  average. 
Sixteen  million  more  "bushels  of  wheat  are  in  prospect  than  as  of  June  1 
and  that  puts  the  total  expectations  up  to  1,070  million  "bushels,...^  pe3> 
cent  more  than  produced  last  year. 

Total  acreage  of  soyheane  was  a"bout  llj-,5  million  acres,  less 
than  2  i)ercent  under  last  year's  record  acreage,  and  "better  than  l8  per- 
cent over  the  40-^9  average.    That's  quite  significant  when  we  consider 
that  expanded  plantings  of  other  crops  were  earlier  expected  to  come,  in 
a  good  many  cases,  from  soy'bean  acreages. 


Cotton  acreage  in  cultivation  on  July  1  was  more  than  double 
that  in  cultivation  July  1,  1950.,, 58  percent  more  to  "be  exact, 

(Milt  Bliss  suggests  that  with  these  and  the  other  figures  of 
the  crop  report  in  mind,  local  economists'  views  on  price  outlook  should 
make  top-notch  program  material). 

On  this  end  Department  officials  feel  that  fanners  are  doing 
a  top  Job  of  coming  through  with  production  at  the  time  when  we  need  it 
most  and  in  spite  of  manpower  shortages.    However,  the  feeling  is  that 
we  need  even  more  grain  than  is  in  prospect  if  we're  to  keep  up  average 
reserves. 

For  example,  com  reserves  are  expected  to  "be  down  to  735 
million  "bushels  this  fall.    That's  125  million  "bushels  lower  than  last. 
And  they'll  pro"ba"bly  drop  another  100  million  during  the  coming  year 
"because  we're  still  using  corn  faster  than  we're  producing  it.  The 
situation  on  wheat  is  similar. 
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Our  near  record  85  million  head  of  cattle,  our  Increasing  hog 
numters,  and  other  increasing  motlllzatlon  needs  mean  that  there'll  "be 
no  "letting  up"  of  demand  and  that  there'll  "be  a  continuing  tig  require- 
ment for  food  and  f iher. 

Next  year's  goal  for  wheat  Is  oet  at  78,850,000  acres,  a  little 
atove  the  "big  acreage  planted  for  harvest  this  year*    That  would  give  us 
a  crop  of  ahout  II65  million  "bushels,, .a"bout  a  100  million  ahove  this  year. 

Goals  for  other  fall  seeded  crops.  Just  announced,  are  6,035,000 
acres  of  oats,  for  the  10  southern  States  where  oats  are  fall  seeded;  12, 
865,000  acres  of  barley  to  yelld  around  290  million  "bushels;  and  1,828,0C0 
acres  of  rye,  or  ahout  22-|-  million  "bushels.    Goals  for  other  crops  will 
"be  determined  and  announced  later,  well  "before  spring  planting. 

Eight  States  Work  for  Foreign  Agriculture 

Several  land -grant  colleges  and  universities  have  recently  "been 
signed  to  help  with  Point  k  (Technical  Cooperation  Administration)  work. 
Those  of  you  in  States  interested  in  such  work  may  "be  ahle  to  capitalize 
on  this  lead, 

Texas  A  &  M  help  will  "be  toward  improvement  of  agricultural  edu- 
seti^ii  in  Mexico, 

University  of  Minnesota  will  work  with  agricultural  research 
folks  in  Latin  America, 

.  ..New  Mexico  College  of  Agrlcvilture  and  Mechanic  Arts  will  train 
nationals  of  Latin-America  to  conduct  extension  and  fam  and  heme  manage- 
ment programs  in  their  native  countries. 

University  of  Arkansas  will  work  toward  the  lii5)rovement  and 
development  of  the  agricultural  economy  of  Panama, 

University  of  North  Carolina  will  furnish  certain  highly  tech-. 
nical  "biological  services  to  the  U,  S,  Government  for  work  both  inside 
and  outside  of  this  country, 

Utah  State  Agricultural  College  will  help  out  on  Iranian  agri- 
cultural programs, 

Purdue  University  is  scheduled  to  work  on  a  Brazilian  exten- 
sion and  home  economics  project. 

University  of  Wisconsin  is  doing  international  work  on  land 
tenure.    The  fall  meeting  mentioned  in  this  letter  is  a  big  part  of  that 
work. 

Production  Guides  and  Comparisons 

Thought  you  might  be  interested  in  a  compilation  (enclosed) 
that  the  BAE  and  PMA  folks  put  out  this  week  comparing  indicated  crop 
acreages  with  production  guides.    State  by  State  breakdowns  are  in- 
cluded.   The  whole  report  is  based  on  last  Tuesday's  Crop  Report, 
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Visual  Aids  for  TV 

Ae  of  Monday,  July  l6,  you'll  "be  able  to  get  a  copy  of  the  IBDA 
TV  Visual  Aids  report  that  you've  heard  rumors  at out.    First  copies  off 
the  press  go  to  the  AAACE  meeting  where  Director  of  Information,  lyle 
Webster,  will  present  It  "before  that  group  on  Monday, 

The  report,  done  under  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act,  Is  in 
the  form  of  a  handbook  that  provides  general  guides  for  selecting,  pre- 
paring, and  using  effective  visual  aids,    It*s  the  second  in  a  series  of 
three  reports  on  the  Department's  research  in  the  use  of  television. 

The  28  page  handbook  contains  information  and  recommendations 
for  adapting  present  types  of  visual  aids  to  television  use  and  for  cre- 
ating new  visual  aids  for  TV,    Some  I5OO  'visuals"  have  been  used  in 
testing,  programming  and  making  up  this  report. 

You  RFD's  that  are  doing,  or  are  interested  in  TV  can  get  copies 
of  the  report  by  letting  us  know  your  wants.  Once  again  a  penny  post  cara 
is  sufficient. 

Ready  For  the 'Kick-off" 

Judging  frcaa  the  letters  and  comments  tist  we've  had  from  RFD'e 
many  of  you  are  all  set  to  go  with  special  campaigns  during  National  Farm 
Safety  Week,  July  22-28, 

Here  in  Washington  it'll  be  kicked  off  by  a  special  luncheon 
at  the  ffeyf lower  Hotel  on  June  21  with  the  ABC  American  Farmer  feature 
originating  from  there. 

Whatever  your  approach,  anything  that  you  can  do  to  reduce  the 
18,000  farm  deaths  and  a  million  and  a  half  disabling  injuries  annually 
will  be  truly  "service  to  agriculture," 

Farm  Help  Costs  More 

Wages  for  the  hired  man  are  up  about  12  percent  from  what  they 
were  a  year  ago  July.  1,    Tuesday's  labor  report  also  shows  that  during 
the  latter  part  of  June,  there  were  3  percent  less  folks  working  on  farms 
than  that  time  last  year.    Monthly  wages  and  wages  per  week,  the  types 
generally  used  for  hiring  year- 'round  help,  gained  more  than  other  wages. 

Baler  Twine 

Shijanente  of  baler  twine  by  manufacturers  this  year  have  been 
almost  double  those  duriijg  the  same  period  last  year.    However,  some  local 
shortages  continue,  largely  due  to  distribution  problems. 
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For  Your  Use 

Enclosed  is  Farm  Mo'bilizQtl'on  Fact  Sheet  No.  1  on  Grain  Conser- 
vation and  Storage,    As  ve*vo  mentioned  "before  in  this  letter,  that  phase 
takes  its  place  along  with  production  as  teing  important  to  fanners.  Im- 
portant hecause  if  we  produce  it  and  don't  store  it  properly  then  we've 
wasted  time,  land,  and  expense  in  its  production. 

The  fact  sheet  outlines  the  five-point  program  proposed  "by  the 
Department  and  feel  sure  that  you'll  find  lots  of  possibilities  in  ex- 
panding it. 

Needed;    More  DDT 

National  Production  Authority  says  we'll  protahly  need  aljout 
10  million  additional  pounds  output  of  DDT  during  the  12  months  "begin- 
ning Oct.  1,    That's  over  and  ahove  the  "better  than  9^-3 A  million  pounds 
output  during  the  present  12  months.    Manufacturers  say  they  have  the 
"machinery"  if  they  can  get  the  scarce  raw  materials  to  use, ..sulfuric 
acid,  "benzene  and  chlorine. 

Dates  To  Remember 

July  22-28  —  National  Farm  Safety  Week. 

July  31  (12  noon  EDT)  "brings  the  1951  I^"b  Crop  Report  with 
num'ber  and  percentage  of  "breeding  ewes. 

August  5-11  is  National  "Vegeta"ble  Vfeek.  RFD's  will  find  many 
vegeta'ble  growers  organizations,  food  companies,  and  chain  stores  ready 
cooperators  on  anything  you  want  to  do. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows.,.. July  21 

ABC  American  Farmer,., 12: 30-1:00  pm  EDT.    "Progress  In  Farm 
Safety"  will  "be  the  center  of  a  discussion  from  Washington  moderated  "by 
^Saynard  Coe,  Director  of  the  Farm  Division  of  the  National  Safety  Coun- 
cil, and  including  Kirk  Fox  of  Successfid  Faming,  L,  R,  Neil  of  The 
Southern  Agriculturist,  and  Gertrude  Diekken  of  Farm  Journal.    Milt  Bliss 
and  Boh  Crom  will  also  "be  on  hand  with  "Top  Of  The  Fam  News." 

NBC  National  Fam  and  Home  Nour. .  .1:00-1:30  pm  EDT.  Feature, 
high-liting  results  of  the  Fam  and  Home  Hour  Fam  Safety  Sixrvey,  ori- 
ginates f rom  WLOK,  Lima,  Ohio.    Paul  "Visser,  NBC,  talks  with  Ass 't  Dean 
Chester  Hutchinson  of  Ohio  State;  Norman  Arnold,  Miami  County  Ext,  Agent j 
Harry  Roediger,  Chran,  Co.  Safety  Cotmcil;  and  C.  L.  Hamilton  of  National 
Safety  Council,    Ken  Gapen  delivers  "USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington  and 
from  Chicago  comes  word  on  Everett  Mitchell's  departure  for  Europe. 

CBS  Fam  News.,, 3: 00-3:15  pm  EDT.    News  and  features  with  Claude 

^Sahoney. 
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On  Your  Fall  Calendar 


One  of  the  basics  of  our  foreign  agricultural  relations  vork, 
land  tenure,  vill  "be  chief  topic  of  a  50  nation  meeting  to  "be  held  at 
the  University  of  Wisconsin  this  fall,    EGA  and  USDA  are  Joinlog  the  uni- 
versity in  putting  on  this  program  with  the  purpose  of  making  definite 
plans  for  improving  land  holding  policies.    You'll  "be  hearing  more  a'bout 
it  "because  I  feel  many  of  you  will  \>e  interested  in  it. 

TV  Programs  for  Consumer  Food  Marketing 

That's  the  title  for  a  summary  of  replies  fromi  18  consumer  edu- 
cation specialists  put  out  "by  USDA  Extension  Service.    It  points  up  con- 
clusions that  have  "been  drawn  from  the  experience  of  specialists  doing 
TV  consumer  education  in  marketing* 

If  interested  in  their  findings  and  techniques,  let  us  know  and 
we'll  see  that  you  get  a  copy. 

From  "Down  Under" 


It  was  our  pleasure  to  have  John  Douglass  as  our  guest  here  in 
Washington  earlier  this  week,    John,  as  many  of  you  remem"ber,  is  Director 
of  Fam  Broadcasts  for  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission, 

The  whole  staff  here  appreciated  his  enthusiasm,  esporiences , 
and  wonderful  knowledge  of  Australian  agriculture.    It  was  of  Interest 
to  us  to  note  that  he's  held  JoTjs  that  range  from  sheep  skinner  to  Governor 
Supervisor  of  Lord  Howe  Island,    He  was  once  a  truck  crop  specialist  and 
holds  the  distinction  of  introducing  the  first  hybrid  sweet  com  in 
Australia, 

John's  now  in  England,    From  there  he'll  fly  on  east  to  com- 
plete his  trip  around  the  world.    He  picked  up  several  recordings  with 
KPD's  here  in  this  country,  as  well  as  scane  material  here  at  the  Depart- 
ment, and  will  com'bine  them  in  a  documentary  for  use  on  the  network  when 
he  gets  "back  home. 

As  he  left  John  reminded  us  that  his  invitation  for  RFD's  to 
visit  him  in  Australia  still  stands.    Incidentally,  I  uoierstand  that 
the  Texans  that  took  advantage  of  that  offer  had  a  first-class  trip. 


Enclosures: 

Agrc'l  Outlook  Digest 
Fam  Mo'billzation  Sheet 


Cordially, 

Kenneth  M,  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  ard  Television 


1951  Prod,  Guides  with  Comparisons 


RFO  LETT£R 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Deportment  of  AgricuHure 

July  20,  1951 

Dear  Eadio  Farm  Director:  ■  ■ 

Flood  conditions  in  the  Kansas -Mssouri  area  have  teen  getting 
lots  of  attention  here  in  Washington  this  week.    Department  officials 
are  taking  steps  to  do  everything  pcssihle  to  help  out,    EFD's  my  "be 
especially  interested  in  a  feed  distrlhution  progi^m  expected  to  he  an- 
noucgd  soon. 

Report  From  The  Area 

Kansas  State  Extension  Director      C,  Williams  says  .  "The  "bright 
spots  in  the  picture  are  few  and  far  hetween.    Perhaps  one-third  of  our 
wheat  acreage  was  lost  prior  to  harvest  "because  of  early  drought,  wide- 
spread insect  aM  disease  attacks  and  other  unfavorahle  conditions,,., 
hail  and  floods  of  widespread  proportion  have  further  reduced  the  crop, " 

Director  Williams  goes  on  to  say  that  "Kansas  families  will  need 
emergency  credit  of  various  types  and  whatever  other  assistance  can  he 
made  available  through  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  its  agencies," 


FHA  Loans  for  Flooded  Farmers 


Recognizing  the  need,  all  of  Kansas,  57  counties  in  Missouri, 
and  33  counties  in  Iowa  have  "been  declared  disaster  loan  areas  "by  Acting 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  Clarence  J.  McCormick,  this  week^    It's  part 
of  the  over-all  effort  to  provide  relief  to  farmers  in  that  Midwest  flood 
stricken  area,    (RFD*s  in  those  three  states  have  heen  sent  lists  of  coun- 
ties eligi'ble  for  these  FEA  loans), 

-Such  loan  funds  may  "be  used  to  cover  costs  of  continuing  nonnal 
operation,  repairing  and  replacing  "buildings,  or  replacing  equipment  and 
livestock.    Loans  do  not,  however,  pay  famers  for  tlie  losses  suffered  . 
during  the  floods. 

Crop  Insurance  In  Flood  Area 

Ahout  19^  thousand  farmers  in  the  Kansas -Missouri  flood  area  ar© 
protected  "by  Federal  Crop  Insurance,  mostly  covering  wheat  and  com  crops. 
Estimates  show  that  almost  a  third  of  this  group  ha-ve  suffered  losses  in 
the  disaster.    Generally  speaking  these  contracts  cover  only  the  amount 
invested  in  producing  this  year's  crop. 
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You  Can  Help 

Last  veek's  letter  carried  nert  yearns  wheat  goal, ,,,78  million 
850  thousand  acreB,,..ln  other  words,  atout  the  same  acreage  as  was  planted 
this  year.    With  average  yield  that  would  give  ue  a  crop  nearly  100  million 
"bushels  atove  this  year's.    Such  a  crop  would  supply  domestic  and  export 
needs  and  still  tulld  up  reserves  a  "bit, 

USDA  officials  aren't  asking  for  more  acres  In  wheat  Ijecause  aiy 
additional  acres  planted  to  wheat  would  mean  less  planted  to  feed  grains 
needed  for  livestock  xToducticai,  or  one  of  the  other  tedly  needed  crops^ 

One  way  farmers  can  make  each  acre  of  feed  grain  mean  mojre  Is 
to  do  a  better  Joh  of  storing  the  grain  after  It's  produced.    Be  sure  the 
storage  does  the  "best  posslhle  Joh  of  protecting  grain  from  Insects, 
rodents,  weather,  etc.    Another  "grain  stretcher"  Is  cutting  down  feeding 
"vrastes  and  increasing  feeding  efficiency,    Anything  that  you,  as  an  RFD, 
can  do  to  promote  grain  conservation  In  your  field  day,  fair,  and  other 
special  events  activities  (as  well  as  on  the  air)  will  be  a  boost  In  the 
right  direction. 

For  Alfalfa  Interests 

Ranger,  the  new  wilt -resistant,  winter  hardy  alfalfa  adapted  to 
27  states,  will  be  in  your  faim  news  from  time  to  time.    Enclosed  is  a 
info  sheet  that  should  be  of  help  in  telling  It's  story. 

Less  Cattle  on  Feed 

July  1  estimates  show  there  are  9  percent  fewer  cattle  on  feed 
in  the  11  Com  Belt  States  than  as  of  July  1  last  year.    Economists  say 
that  means  about  195 1 000  fewer  cattle.    Heaviest  decreases  are  in  the 
Eastern  Com  Belt,    Fauns  there  have  17  percent  fewer  cattle  while 
Western  Com  Belt  farmers  have  about  6  percent  less  feeders  in  their  lots. 

States  reporting  fewer  cattle  on  feed  than  last  year  are  Ohio 
(lOfO,  Indiana  (20fo),  Illinois  (21f.),  Minnesota  (2fa),  Iowa  (5^),  Missouri 
(1%),  Nebraska  (5fo),  and  Kansas  (25^),    (Figure  in  ()  is  percent  decreased 
from  July  1,  1950)»    Michigan  has  about  the  same  number  on  feed  aid  Wis- 
consin and  South  Dakota  report  about  5^  more  than  last  year. 

Farmers  cmd  ranchers  seem  to  be  feeding  cattle  longer  now,  Re» 
ports  show  a  larger  percentage  being  fed  over  90  days  than  at  this  time 
last  year.    Strictly  short  tem  feeding  Is  at  the  lowest  level  in  several 
seasons. 

Specialists  expect  a  little  better  than  2/3  (68^)  of  the  cattle 
in  the  feed  lot  on  July  1  to  be  sold  before  Oct,  1,    July  will  probably 
see  a  heavier  percentage  of  marketings  than  a  year  ago)  August  will  have 
light  marketings;  and  September  will  bring  a  smaller  nuaber  than  last 
year  if  fanners  carry  out  July  1  Intent lonfl. 
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Decrease  Accidents, . ^Increase  yianpoyer 

Fewer  farm  accidents  mean  more  manpover  to  do  the  production 
Jol).    ViSiixj  of  jou  will  te  stressing  that  during  Fam  Safety  Week,  July 
22-28,  and  may  "be  interested  in  the  complete  story,  with  statistics,  in 
tlie  July  issue  of  the  Agricultural  Situation, 

Shifts  in  REA 

S.  Eiggs  Shepperd  of  Merkel,  Texas,  was  appointed  this  week 
to  th^t  position  to  succeed  1/illiam  Ce  Wise,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  was  advanced  to  deputy  administrator.    The  latter  vacancy  was  created 
"by  the  death  of  George  V7«  Haggard,  ose  of  the  six  REA  staff  members  killed 
in  an  airplane  accident  in  Colorado  on  June  30. 

Wh^t  Ahout  Retirement  for  Farmers  • 

The  Social  Security  folks.  Bureau  of  Ag  Economics,  and  State 
colleges  have  plans  for  doing  some  research  on  the  suhject  this  year. 
They'll  "be  trying  to  get  some  facts  on  attitudes  of  farm  operators  to- 
irard  retirement,  how  much  planning  a  farmer  does  toward  retirement,  fi- 
cacclal  "set  asides,"  if  gradual  or  atrupt  retirement  is  most  popiilar, 
etc,  ... 

Denver  Range  Meeting  August  11  .  .  .  • 

StoDkmen  and  puhlic  agencies  interested  in. conservation  and 
range  management  are  Invited  to  attend  a  meeting  in  the  U.  S.  Courtroom, 
Fedei-al  Post  Office  Building,  in  Denver,  Coloc,  (10  a.m.)  August  11, 
Purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  consider  the  development  of  a  simplified 
method  for  measuring  the  condition  and  trend- of  national  forest  ranges. 
Sounds  like  RFD'S  in  the  area  might  find  some  "good  grazing"  there » 

Uear  Record  Chick  ^tch 

Output  of  chicks  last  month  was  the  third  largest  on  record 
for  the  month  of  Jime,    Only  two  larger  years  were  19^3  and  19^5,  Last 
months  output  totaled  almost  ihh  million,  that's  38  percent  larger  than 
last  year's  June  output o    Number  of  eggs  in  incutators  on  July  1  was 
39  percent  larger  ths.n  July  1  last  year.    Limiting  factor  on  output  le 
hatching  eggSc 

Farmers  Cooking  V71th  Gas 

They're  not  only  cooking  with  it, c. they 're  also  using  it  for 
heating  homes,  pumping  water,  "brooding  chicks,  running  tractors,  and 
doing  hundreds  of  other  Johs  on  the  farms,    BAE  statistics  show  that 
hottled  (propane  and  "butane)  gas  is  "being  used  for  such  jo"bs  as  these  on 
almost  one-fourth  of  all  farms  in  the  United  States, 


Another  TV  Report  Out  This  Week 

Last  week* 8  letter  mentioned,  the  "Vieual  Aids"  report  that's 
available  to  KFD's  for  the  asking;  this  week  we  call  attention  to  the  Ex- 
tension report  on  "Effectiveness  of  Television  in  Teaching  Sewing  Prac- 
tices" Just  out.    Some  of  you  may  have  heard  it  referred  to  as  the  "Let's 
l^ke  A  Dress"  report. 

It's  "based  on  personal  interviews  with  25I  women  in  the  Wash,, 
D,  C,  metropolitan  area,.  Ohjective  of  the  report  is  to  evaluate  the  ef- 
fectiveness of  the  "Let's  Make  A  Dress"  series  of  T7  shows  and  to  set  up 
an  evaluation  procedure  of  general  application  for  TV"  programs. 

Specifically  it  tells  the  story  of  the  audience  that  viewed  the 
programs,  the  proportion  that  got  ideas  from  the  series,  the  percentage 
that  used  the  ideas,  and  an  audience  rating  of  the  helpfulness  of  the  pro- 
grams,   (a  copy  of  the  questionnaire  used  is  included  in  the  report). 

If  you're  interested  and  want  a  copy,  let  ue  know. 

On  The  BFD  Calendar 

July  27, ,,,, Report  on  Agricultural  Prices 

August  7»»«.Wool  Report 

August  8,,,, Cotton  Report. . .indicated  yield  per  acre,  etc, 

August  10,,, General  Crop  Report 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows,,, July  28 

CBS  Farm  News,,, 3: 00-3:15  pm  EDT,    Claude  ^fahoney  with  news 
and  features, 

ABC  American  Farmer, .  ,12:30-1:00  pm  EDT,    Rau"b  Snyder,  PMA, 
and  David  G,  Hall,  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine,  will  dis- 
cuss "Grain  Conservation"  with  Milt  Bliss  providing  the  questions.  Milt 
and  BoT)  Crom  also  present  "Top  of  the  Farm  News"  from  Washington, 

NBC  National  Fam  and  Home  Hour. ,  ,1:00-1:30  pm  EDT,    Ken  Gapen 
reports  "USDA  Headlines"  and  presents  feature  from  Washington  with  IJirB, 
Lenora  Sater  Thye,  USDA,  on  hand  to  talk  a'bout  "Fam  Houses  as  Farm 
Families  Want  Them, "    Feature  covers  information  gathered  from  inter- 
views with  several  thousand  fami  homemakers,    Paul  "Visser  emcees  from 
Chicago  and  will  protatly  have  progress  report  on  Everett  Mitchell's 
European  activities. 

Also  Enclosed 

The  July  I6  Statistical  Summary  may  provide  useful  "dehydrated" 
news  Items  and, , .providing  they  clear  the  press  on  schedule... Andy  Adams* 
latest  edition  of  the  "Garden  and  Food  Preservation  Notes"  will  "be  in- 
cluded in  today's  letter. 
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Report  From  AAACE  ^fe9t^ng 

Although  Ken  Gapen  isn't  "back  from  Urtana  yet,  he  sends  vord 
that  198  AAACE  members  from  ^3  States  were  on  band  for  the  meeting. 
Among  those  attending  were  EFD'e  Norman  Kraeft,  WGK;  Chuck  Worcester,  WMTj 
and  Walter  Durham,  WMD, 

Walter  really  did  the  RFD's  proud.    He  won  the  Reu"ben  Brigham 
Award  for  outstanding  service  to  agriculture  through  his  hroadcastlng, 
writing,  and  community  activities, 

Keith  Himetaugh,  former  Director  of  Information,  was  among 
those  presented  certificates  for  25  years  of  outstanding  service  to  the 
field  of  ag  joumalism. 

Among  Ourselves 

A  letter  from  Bo*b  Nance,  WIOU,  "brings  word  of  his  plans  for 
extensive  farm  safety  hroadcasts.    Also  says  he's  finished  arrangements 
to  do  a  daily  hour  broadcast  from  the  Indiana  State  Fair  next  month, 

Al  Bauer,  KPOJ,  says  one  of  his  Farm  Safety  Week  activities  is 
a  15  minute  show  that  will  cover  all  of  Oregon  thru  23  stations.  Another 
of  Al*s  current  projects  is  farmer-consumer  relations  in  the  fluid  milk 
area  where  they  have  been  a  special  problem. 

Was  glad  to  have  1^1  Hansen's  WOW  "trip  arranger,"  Lawrence 
Youngman,  drop  in  earlier  this  week,    Lawrence  was  putting  the  finish- 
ing touches  on  plans  for  their  WOW  Farm  Tour  this  fall.    He  tells  me  that 
the  200  farmers  have  already  signed  up  and  put  money  on  the  line.  Both 
the  USDA  and  Beltsville  Research  Center  are  on  the  agenda, 

Frank  Cooley,  WHAS,  notifies  us  that  he's  moving  to  California, 
He'll  be  Information  Director  and  Advertising  I^nager  of  Radio  and  Publi- 
cations for  the  California  Farm  Bureau  at  Berkeley,   Frank  says  he'll  be 
working  with  a  10  station  network  now,, .probably  I5  stations  by  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Sincerely, 

Bob  Crom,  Supervisor 
IMividual  Station  Relations 
Enclosures:  Radio  and  Television  Service 

Statistical  Summary 
Ranger  Alfalfa  Fact  Sheet 
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RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Informotion-U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


July  27,  1951 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


A  call  for.  maximum  acreage  of  -winter,  cover  crops  this,  fall  is 
teing  put  out  "by  Acting  Secretary  of  Agriculture  C,  J«  McCormick,  Sup- 
plies of  many  varieties  of  cover  crop  seed  are  plentiful  and  prices  are 
reasonable e  The  Department's  urging  farmers  to  get  oixiers  in  now,  how- 
ever, so  that  there'll  "be  enough  seed  on  hand  at  planting  time. 

Every  acre  of  properly  grown  legume  cover  crop,  planted  this 
fall  and  turned  under  next  spring,  can  mean  as  much  as  25  to  50  percent 
more  com,  cotton  or  other  crop  from  that  acre  in  '52. 

Record  Timher  Sale 

Completed  today  is  the  largest  sale  of  National  Forest  timber 
ever  made  "by  USDA,    The  contract  covered  a  "billion  ard  a  half  cuhic  feet 
of  Alaskan  pulptimher  sold  to  Ketchikan  Pulp  and  Paper  Company,  Belling- 
ham,  Washington.  :-. 

This  means  the  estahlishment  of  the  first  of  proTjahly  several 
jpulpmills  in  Alaska,    The  piurchase  is  "big  enough  to  provide  500  tons 
daily  for  50  years, the  length  of  the  cutting  agreement,  (Foresting 
KFD^s  will  get  more  detail  in  release  l832)<, 

Octoher  I5  Family  Farm  Deadline 

State  Mobilization  Committees  have  heen  notified  that  OctoTDer 
15  is  the  deadline  for  f orwairdlng  Family  Farm  Policy  Review  Reports  to 
Washington,    Those  reports  are  the  ones  expected  to  contain  "grass-roots" 
recommendations  for  in^rovement  of  Departmental  programs  for  1952, 

^  Department  officials  reemphasize  that  this  Is  not  a  public  opin?- 

Ion  poll  "but  an  effort  to  epcourage  open  discussion  of  policies  and  pro- 
grams for  the  family  farm  aiid  obtain  recommendations  and  suggestions  for 
improvement  of  USDA's  service  to  agriculture. 


By  HequeBt 


Recent  survey  work  done  by  Bill  Ameson  at  Michigan  State  College 
(some  90  KFD*s  cooperating) '  showB  that  a  number  of  EFD*s  wanted  more  ma- 
terial on  USDA  grading  work.    We're  glad  to  know  what  you  want.    Here's  .  , 
how  PMA  Liveetock  Branch  outlines  their  end  of  grading. 

The  USDA  livestock  and  meat  grading  program  Is  aimed  at  improved 
and  more  efficient  marketing  of  those  products.  Standards  are  set  to  pro- 
vide like  grades  over  the  nation  and  give  the  industry  a  workable,  imif  om 
basis  for  trading  in  meats  and  livestock. 

Such  standards  enable  a  potential  buyer  in  New  York  and  a  seller 
in  San  Francisco  to  deal  with  complete  understanding  when  they  bargain 
over  a  carcass  or  cuts  that  have  been  federally  graded.    Likewise,  price 
quotations  from  the  many  parts  of  the  countiy  where  livestock  are  traded 
have  a  close  relationship  when  these  prices  are  quoted  by  grade. 

The  entire  grading  program  for  livestock  and  meats  is  on  a  vol- 
imtary  basis.  However,  in  times  of  national  emergency  such  as  nOT/,  grad- 
ing of  all  meats  is  required  by  price  -control  operations. 

No  official  grading  of  "live"  aniraals  is  performed  by  the  U.S, 
Department  of  Agriculture  except  as  USDA  market  news  reporters  use  grades 
for  market  quotations, 

USDA  "carcass"  meat  grading  is  performed  by  full-time  civil 
service  employees.    It's  a  financially  self-supporting  operation.  Costs 
usually  amount  to  a  fraction  of  a  cent  per  pound  because  of  the  large  numr- 
ber  of  carcasses  that  can  be  graded  in  an  hour's  time, 

USDA  graders  are  supervised  closely  in  the  use  of  U,S,  grade 
standards  in  order  to  maintain  the  highest  degree  of  uniformity  possible 
throughout  the  country.    Each  grader  is  assigned  identifying  letters  which 
show  up  along  with  the  grade  stamp  on  every  carcass  that  he  grades.  In 
that  way  fool-proof  checking  of  every  grader's  work  is  made  possible.  In- 
terested RID's  may  find  it  worthwhile  to  contact  a  local  USDA  grader  and 
build  a  feature  with  his  help. 

For  Those  in  Flood  Areas 

USDA  bulletin  AIS  75  "First  Aid  for  Flooded  Homes  and  Farms"  may 
b©  of  Interest  to  some  of  you.    It's  a  19  page  bulletin  on  rehabilitation 
of  the  farm  and  home  after  a  flood.    It  covers  a  wide  range  of  material: 
Cleaning  electrical  equipment,  furniture,  clothes,  books,  buildings,  get- 
ting rid  of  Insects,  odors,  salvaging  feed  and  many  more  topics.    The  EX" 
tension  Service  and  Red  Cross  have  been  well  supplied  with  these  for  gen- 
eral distribution  in  the  flood  area.    If  you  want  a  copy  for  yourself, 
let  us  loiow. 
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Lightning's  Nev  Threat 

Now's  the  time  when  the  odds  are  heaviest  for  lightning  acci- 
dents on  the  famu    KEA  folks  tell  us  one  of  tiie  newest  elements  of  such 
accidents  is  the  ungrounded  TV  antenna. 

Although  grounding  doesn't  give  protection  from  a  direct  hit 
"by  lightning,  it  will  prohahly  protect  the  huilding  and  TV  set  from  those 
dangerous  "near  hits," 

Grounding  is  neither  difficult  nor  expensive.    A  copper  wire, 
no  smaller  than  #6,  from  the  television  mast  to  ground  rods  near  the  "base 
will  do  the  trick.    By  the  way,  those  ground  rods  should  hit  permanently 
damp  soil,    A  lightning  arrester,  approved  "by  Underwriters  Lahoratories, 
should  also  he  installed  on  the  lead  in  and  connected  with  the  ground 
lead. 

Specialists  sa;y  it's  "best  to  have  the  Joh  done  hy  a  qualified 
service  man, 

Eegional        Camp  Recordings 

Have  this  to  offer  those  of  you  in  the  17  State  area  concerned 
with  the  Regional  k-E  Camp  for  Negro  "boys  and  .girls  at  Pine  Bluff,  Ark,., 
(August  21-28),    Boh  Crom  will  he  on  hand  to  handle  the  radio  work.  Any 
of  you  that  want  recordings  need  merely  send  us  the  type  (hef ore  August 
18)  and  specify  who,  what  length,  speed,  etc. 

States  concerned  are  Alahama,  Arkansas,  Delaware,  Florida, 
Georgia,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland,  Mississippi,  Missoiurl,  North 
Carolina,  Oklahoma,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia,  and  West 
Virginia, 

DuMai^  and  McCormick  Appointed  Deputy  Directors  ' 

"Duke"  (M,  L, )  DuMars  and  Jim  (J,  H. )  McComi-ck  have  heen  ap- 
pointed Deputy  Directors  of  the  Office  of  Information  under  Director 
Lyle  Wehster, 

RFD's  may  rememher  Duke  serving  as  progi^  supervisor  in  Radio 
SeiTlce  a  good  many  years  ago.    He  originally  came  from  Kansas,  was  grad- 
uated from  Kansas  State,  served  as  a  reporter  and  then  assistant  Extension 
editor  in  Kansas,  came  to  Washington  in '1936  with  AAA,  then  Radio  Service 
and  Division  of  Special  Reports,    His  most  recent  assignment  was  with  the 
Office  of  the  Secretary, 

Jim  has  2h  years  Federal  service  to  his  record.    He  started 
with  the  Dep't  of  Interior,  then  went  to  Commerce,  came  to  Agriculture 
in  1933,  served  for  10  years  with  AAA,  then  came  to  the  Office  of  Infor- 
mation,   He's  heen  Assistant  Director  of  Information  since  19^6, 


I 
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Illlnoie  Disaster  Area  Announced 

Excessive  rainfall  has  resulted  in  17  counties  In  Illinois 
telng  declared  eligitle  for  disaster  loans  from  the  Faraers  Home  Admin- 
istration,   Counties  affected  are  Woodford,  Adams,  Brown,  Pike,  Calhoun, 
Jersey,  hJadison,  Fayette,  St»  Clair,  Monroe,  Randolph,  Jackson,  Union, 
Alexander,  Pulaski,  Maseac,  and  Pope, 

Shift  in  Young  Farmer  Trainees 

All  of  the  two  hundred  thlrty-slx  young  farmers  from  8  foreign 
countries  have  now  changed  farms.  That  means  that  RFD's  who  interviewed 
some  of  those  trainees  now  have  a  completely  new  set  to  work  with. 

North  Central  Egg  Report 

EFD*s  in  15  Midwesteim  States  have  'been  sent  copies  of  the 
Research  and  Marketing  Act  report  on  "Sales  of  Eggs  "by  Farmers  in  the 
North  Central  Region,"    Think  you* 11  find  it  really  has  a  lot  of  infor- 
mation on  a  subject  that  many  of  you  are  vitally  concerned  with.  We'll 
"be  glad  to  supply  RFD's  that  didn't  get  a  copy  and  want  one. 

Enclosed  for  Your  Information 

Farm  Mobilization  Fact  Sheet  No,  2  on  farm  machinery 
vation  outlines  an  8  point  program  for  Increased  efficiency  in 
eq.ulpment.  Also  Included  Is  the  story  of  what's  "being  done  on 
duct ion  side. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows, , .August  h 

KBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour, ,,1:00-1:30  pm  EDT,  Includes 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen  from  Washington  and  feature  from  WOAI, 
San  Antonio,  on  "Importance  of  the  Angora  Goat  ]jidustry,"    Bill  Shomette 
interviews  Joe  B,  Ross,  President,  Texas  Angora  Goat  Raisers  Assoc.,  and 
Ranchman  Fred  Earwood  from  Sonora,  Texas,    Also  Includes  progress  re- 
port from  Everett  Mitchell  In  Europe, 

CBS  Farm  News,,, 3: 00-3: 15  pm  EDT,    News  and  features  with 
Claude  Mahoney, 

•    ABC  American  Fanner, , ,12:30-1:00  pm  EDT,    Milton  Bliss  and  Bob 
Crom  with  "Top  of  the  Fam  News"  from  Washington,    Former  USDA  Chief  of 
Radio,  Wallace  Kadderly,  Interviews  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Charles  F, 
Brannan  from  Paris,  France,  on  agriculturai  conditions  In  EGA  countries* 

FMA  Appointment 

George  Dice,  a  native  of  Avon,  Pennsylvania,  has  been  appointed 
PMA  Deputy  Assistant  Administrator  for  Marketing,  He  fills  the  spot  for- 
merly held  "by  Roy  W,  Lennartson,  Assistant  Administrator  for  Marketing, 
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Today's  Price  Report 

Farm  prices  were  lover  for  the  fifth  consecutive  month  (June 
15-July  15).    Most  Important  drops  vere  in  cotton,  neat  animals,  oil- 
tearing  crops,  peaches  and  oranges.    Moderate  increases  showed  up  in 
prices  of  milk,  eggs,  most  vegetatles,  grapefruit  and  apples.  Farmers* 
costs  (farm  wages  and  prices  of  production  conanodities)  stayed  a"bout  the 
same  as  last  month. 

Brucellosis  Control 

You  EFD's  in  livestock  areas  have  sufficient  reason  for  "being 
interested  in  PA-I72  "Procedures  for  Control  and  Eradication  of  Brucel- 
losis," It  outlines  "best  means  of  organizing  for  effective  control  and 
what's  "being  done  in  several  States,  If  your  County  Agent  doesn't  have 
the  leaflet, , .we'll  get  it  for  you, 

Atlantic  Alfalfa  Story  .        ■  .,' 

Enclosed  is  a  leaflet  telling  the  story  of  this  variety  that 
is  adapted  to  some  20  States.    It  was  of  Interest  to  me  to  note  that  it 
.combines  the  "better  characteristics  of  over  100  strains  and  varieties. 
How  a"bout  that  for  a  selection  job. 

For  Your  Attention 

USDA's  June'  list  of  Publications'  and  Motion  Pictures  contained 
a  list  of  some  70  film  libraries  cooperating  with  the  United  States  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  in  distributing  Depairbment  films.    Might  be  a 
handy  reference  for  TV-RFD's, 

On  the  Calendar 

August  5-11,,, Third  National  Vegetable  Week,    Suggest  seeing 
County  Agents,  Home  Demonstration  Agents,  or  Vegetable  Growers  Marketing 
Agents  for  suggestions  on  local  observance  activities, 

August  13-17, o,]\]ational  Home  Demonstration  Council  Meeting  at 
East  Lansing,  Michigan,  KFD's  in  that  area  will  find  homemakers  and  ;U 
plenty  of  feature  material  from  just  about  every  State, 

August  26 -30,,, American  Institute  of  Cooperation  at  Utah  Stat© 
Agricultural  College,  Logan,  Utah,    Final  program  agenda  available  after 
August  10.    Write  American  Institute  of  Cooperation,  'jhh  Jackson  Place, 
Washington,  D,  C, 

Last  Call;    Want  A  Yearbook? 

Those  of  you  who  haven't  asked  for  a  copy  of  the  50-51  Yearbook 
"Crops  in  Peace  and  War"  can  still  get  your  copy  by  dropping  me  a  card. 


■Among  Ours  elves 


Lowell  Watts,  ez-KPD  KIZ,  stopped  In  the  office  Monday.  He's 
nov  Captain  Watts,  "back  in  the  Air  Force  again  as  of  May  23,  on  his  vay 
overseas. 

According  to  a  note  in  Radio  Television  Dally,  Don  Davis  re- 
places Frank  Cooley  as  RED  at  WHASj    Don  was  formerly  Frank's  "right 
hand"  assistant. 


"Boh  Smith,  WGAR,  reports  that  he*s  winding  up  plans  to  take  a 
thousand  northern  Ohioans  to  the  Ohio  State  Fair  on  the  WGAR  Special  Train 
August  28th,    Speaking  of  fairs,,, he's  also  planning  "broadcasts  from  ten 
northern  Ohio  county  fairs, 

Phil  and  Ruth  Alampi*s  TV  "Home  Gardener"  show  moves  to  10:00- 
10:30  Friday  nights  on  Channel  ?• 

Was  glad  to  get  Jack  Tlmmons*,  KTBS,  report  that  "crop  conditions 
are  generally  good  in  the  Ark-La-Tex  area,"    Most  of  the  cotton  is  fruit- 
ing heavily  tut  a  hig  hatching  of  weevils  is  coming  out.    Jack  reports  a 
high  percentage  of  farmers  using  insect  control  programs  this  year. 


"Coming  Soon"  Department 

The  stoiy  of  '5I  cotton  loan  rates. 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M,  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 

Enclosures : 

Fact  Sheet  on  Atlantic  Alfalfa 
Farm  Mobilization  Fact  Shet  No.  2 
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